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URBAS
HILL

Lying very close to Nida, Urbas Hill
was once an enormous shifting sand
dune that threatened to swallow what
was already the third settlement of
Nida. It is only thanks to the ingenuity
and unrelenting efforts of the local
residents that we can now enjoy a
stabilised dune that's full of greenery
and excellent for leisurely walks, as
well as being a protected natural
heritage site. Siting atop the hill is Nida
Lighthouse, its crown jewel, with a
remarkable history of two lives.

On the multiple winding pathways
on and around the Urbas Hill, dozens

of information stands await you,

from which you can learn about the
unceasing struggle between man and
the natural elements on the Spit. You
will learn about the historic postal road
between Paris and St. Petersburg,
which once crossed the hill; about

the poor living conditions of the local
peoples in the past, whose houses and
entire villages were buried under the
shifting sand; and about the persistent
residents who, at long last, were

able to make peace with the forces
that have shaped this awe-inspiring
landscape for millennia — the sea, the
sand and the wind.

Urbas Hill path

Urbo kalno takas

Path of curved pines
Kreivy pusy takas

New lighthouse path

Naujasis Svyturio takas

W. F. Epha path
F.Efos takas

Kuwert's forest path
Kuverto misko takas

PATHWAYS OF THE URBAS HILL

Sea path

Jros takas

School path
Mokyklos takas

Fiancés path
Suzadetiniy takas

Old lighthouse path

Senasis Svyturio takas

@ Path of roe deer

Stirny takas
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No less impressive than these beautiful
sights is the spirit of the place itself.
The tranquility, silence, warm breeze
and the vast vistas, which are almost
impossible to fully take in, come

s together to create a truly transformative
P R E I LA (ARTISTS’) experience for every visitor.
D U N E Peace of mind? Inspiration? Or the urge

create? What will it be for you?

If you climb this (53 metre talll) dune, Wonderful panoramas open up on all ) . .

. . . . . . Please leave your bicycle by the side of the road.
you will guickly understand why so sides, with the Baltic Sea, Curonian
many artists in the past loved to set up Lagoon and the Great Dune Ridge
their easels there. Let your gaze linger spanning far to the north and south.
one of the peninsula’s most spectacular ~ The most sharp-eyed visitors will
views or capture it with your camera. also notice Vente Cape just across the

Lagoon.

HERE’S AN IDEA!

You can realise your creative
inspiration and indulge your

i Impulse to learn more about the
.............. i Spitat Preila Public Library.

It has a reading room, as well
as a terrace on the bank of the
lagoon, a historical exhibition
and an educational space that's
open to visitors.
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LIGHTHOUSE

A lonesome lighthouse on a tiny
island. Try and picture yourself staying
in it. The squawking seagulls, smell

of the water, the rhythmic sound of
breaking waves and the beam of light
piercing the night sky. Where else
could time stretch so widely, melt so
slowly away or even stop altogether?

Allow yourself to take a break. You
cannot rush over to this lighthouse: In
the summer, you can only cast your
eyes upon it, or reach the artificial
island it sits on by travelling there in
a small boat. In the winter, when the
lagoon is encased in thick ice, the
lighthouse can be reached on foot or
using ice skates, by exercising due
caution.

K8

It is said that the Pervalka Lighthouse
served as a guide for those traversing
the frozen lagoon at night in horse-
drawn carriages. During the warmer
season, the lighthouse helped ships
avoid shallow waters and fishermen

to safely reach the shore. For over a
century, since 1900, 1t continued to
serve this function. However, with the
rise modern navigation technology, its
role as a guide began to fade. It still sits
on this tiny island, amidst all the winds
of change, like a guardian of times
gone by.



VIEW FROM

AVIKALNIS HILL

From the viewpoint atop Avikalnis Hill,
one of the most beautiful panoramas
of the Curonian Spit opens up below.
You will see two very special sites
currently undergoing preservation
work. One of them is the ancient
woods of Juodkrante, to the north.
Some of its pines are more than 230
years old!

Several centuries ago, drastic
deforestation took place in the

entire Spit and its landscape started
turning into that of the Sahara Desert.
However, a few small patches of the
ancient woods survived, as if by a
miracle.

The preserved ancient woods also
safeguarded what lay beneath them
— the parabolic dunes. If you're good
at math, their shape should be easy to
guess. If math was not your cup of tea
at school, here’s a hint: the parabolic
dunes have a shape similar to that of
a stretched-out horseshoe. Formed
thousands of years ago and gradually
covered with weeds and trees, the
parabolic dunes were dissolved and
destroyed by gusty winds anywhere
the trees were absent. But wherever
the trees were left untouched, the
beautiful wavy dunes remained.

It's quite an inspiring story, right?




STOP. BREATHE IN. RELAX. THERE’S
NO NEED TO RUSH HERE.

YOU’RE ON THE CURONIAN SPIT,
A UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE SITE.

There numerous spits, dunes and pine forests around the world,
but the Curonian Spit is the only one to have survived such a
dramatic interaction. For centuries, its landscape was shaped by
two forces — man and nature.

Go ahead and embark on this journey with four stops, to explore
some sites that are often overlooked by tourists. You will take
more home with you than just a few pictures: on this beautiful
stretch of land, you will find freedom and inspiration.

We are certain that during your journey you will be enriched not
only by places of interest, but also by your way of getting around.
This is why we recommend choosing a sustainable method for
travelling through this scenic route: hike the Jury Takas Trail
(part of the international route £9), ride a bicycle or take public
transport (the Nida-Smiltyne bus).
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“Curonian Spit: Heritage for the Community and the
World™ project under the European Neighbourhood
Instrument. Neringa Municipality Administration

is solely responsible for the content of information
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